508       "THE TENT ON THE BEACH"

... I am in doubt about the ' Peace Autumn,'
compared with the ' Battle Autumn.' It is hardly
up to the mark."

On the 1st of February, he wrote: " I am
glad to know that the ' Tent' is set up. Bayard
Taylor sails for Europe on the 9th. I wish it
were possible for thee to send him the sheets of the
' Tent * before he leaves. Do so, if it can be done
without too much trouble."

On the same day he had written to Taylor: " I
must ask Fields to send thee the proof-sheets of
' The Tent on the Beach '; and I here beg pardon
for the friendly license of using thee as one of the
imaginary trio on the seashore. I hope neither
thee nor Marie will think I have got thee into bad
company. And now, dear friend, dear to me, not
on my own account alone, but on that of my dear
mother and sister, who loved thee so well, may
God bless and keep thee and thine during your
European sojourn, and bring you safe back to the
quiet of Cedarcroft. . . . Thy 'St. John' is a
poein for poets and painters."

The song referred to by Whittier in the follow-
ing note to Fields was " The Worship of Nature,"
a poem * which had been lying in his portfolio for
several years: " I send thee a song to be inserted
in the place I have indicated in the proof-sheet,
as a substitute for the verse commencing 'The
tent was still,' etc. Of course, it will delay your

1 The germ of this poem is to be found in verses -with the same
title, " The Worship of Nature," written by Whittier while in his
teens, -which -were published in the Haverhill Gazette, Oct. 5,

1827.